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Light Houses in the Dark Seas 

The Truth about The Gita   







Prof Nagaragere Ramesh 

On the left, Makara Jyothi as seen from Sabarimala & on the right, 
the platform on which the ‘miracle’ Jyothi is lit by the temple 
authorities! - snap shots from a NDTV 24 x 7 news telecast.
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For my part, I say that the first duty of the 

thinking, free man is ceaselessly to banish the 

idea of God from his mind and consciousness. 

For God, if he exists, is essentially hostile to our 

nature, and we in no way depend on his 

authority… Each step in our progress represents 

one more victory in which we annihilate the 

Deity.

P J Proudhon

System of Economic Contradictions, [1846]

Prof Narendra Nayak 
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Life has no meaning a priori … It is up to you to give it a 
meaning, and value is nothing but the meaning that you 

choose.
Jean-Paul Sartre
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Post Independence  scenario - 
Religion and Commerce  

Mutts
Babas

maulvi
raga, tala, laya  sruti.
pallavi

Faith, now focused 
towards Divinity, should 
get refocused as concern 
towards all animate and 

inanimate beings in 
Ecosystem. The task is 
how to change common 

man’s outlook, rather than 
expect rescue operation at 
every crisis in one’s life.  



vihara

Makara Vilakku

Bangalore Skeptic
Cauveri Udbhava

The Flourishing field of  religion 

B. Premanand



Faith in Devine matters: an obstacle to 
upliftment of mankind: 



Action Plan

Reference:

The ethics of Belief and Other Essays

The complete works of Swami 
Vivekananda: 
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Allahabad High Court Judgement
 on 

Babri Masjid Dispute
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The Ethics of Bertrand Russell

Meaning of Rationalism

 
Light Houses in the Dark Seas

‘What exactly is 
Rationalism’, ‘Socrates: the Polestar of

Rationalism’, ‘Buddha: the 
SuperRationalist’, ‘Outline of Rational 
Ethics’, ‘Rational Alternative to Religion’ 

“What exactly is 
Rationalism”



Objections to Rationalism



Socrates

Buddha

Concept of Soul



Rationally Meaningful Life 

Free Society

Rational Ethics



Rational Alternative to Religion

Lighthouses In The Dark Seas
(Essays in Rationalism): 
Dr. D D Bandiste, 
Published by Maharashtra 
Andhashraddha Nirmoolan Samiti,
2005, pp 168, Rs 120

Prabhakar Nanawaty
Thought & Action
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We cannot, we ought not make the least concession 

to theology, because in that mystic and rigorously 

consistent alphabet, he who begins with A must 

fatally arrive at Z, and he who want to adore God must 

renounce his liberty and his human dignity.

Michael Bakunin

Federalism, Socialism, and Anti-Theologism (1867)



(Continues from the previous issue)

Chapter 15 – Ethics of the Gita

In ancient India ethics never developed, as 
it did in Greece, into a special branch of 
study…...An ethical system with a social 
bearing can develop only in a society that 
has some social coherence……..[Pages 140-
141]

How can a scripture which makes a 
reluctant Arjuna take up his arms again 
and kill his kinsmen to gain a petty 
kingdom promote world peace?.......[Page 
142] 

Whatever these and other commentators on 
the Gita might say, the concern of ethics 
should be, not with god and his angles, but 
with man and fellow-men. Its aim should be 
“the greatest happiness of the greatest 
number”…..It should promote amity, not 
strife; it should work for peace, not for 
war…….[Page 145]



From blackmailing, Krishna proceeded to 
browbeating. He told Arjuna; “being a 
fool, you think you will be killing Bhishma, 
Drona, Karna and others. In fact, they are 
already killed by me.” To Arjuna much 
bewildered and broken down by then, 
Krishna gave a stunning glimpse of his 
cosmic form. It was something ghoulish 
and bloodcurdling……
The core teaching of the Gita, as Prem 
Nath Bazaz has put it boldly, succinctly and 
truly is this: “Murder with 
impunity”…..D.D.Kosambi wrote that the 
ostensible moral of the Gita is: ‘Kill your 
brother if duty calls, without passion; as 
long as you have faith in Me, all sins are 
forgiven…….[Page 148]

As Arun Shourie points out, the Gita is not 
consistent. It tells you act not to make a 
world a better place to live in or to make 
your fellow-men better citizens to live with, 
but to seek the merger of your individual 
soul with the supreme soul…….[Page 149] 

“Kill , kill one and kill all, kill without the 
least constraint, because it is your caste 
duty, because it is in consonance with 
nature.” To sum up, the ethics of the Gita is 
wholly Machivellian and 
Nietzschean…..Krishna met his end by an 
aboriginal hunter who mistook him for a 
quarry……[Page 151]

Chapter 16 - Sociology of the Gita

The four fold order was created by Me 
according to the divisions of quality and 
work. Though I am its creator, know Me to 
be incapable of action change (IV – 13)
{Gita}….[Page 152]

He may or may not have been the Lord of 
the Jagat (Universe) but he was certainly 
the Lord of Jugglery. Taking their cue from 
the Lord of Jugglery, the commentators on 
the Gita maintain that caste system is not 
man-made but god-made; it is “therefore” 
sacrosanct…….[Page 154]



For finding, refuge in Me, they also who, O 
son of Pritha, may be of a sinful birth – 
women, vaisays as well as sudras, - even 
they can attain to the Supreme Goal..[Page 
154]

Now the forth key – and vicious – verse in 
the Gita is No.35 in Chapter III…….Better 
one’s own duty, though devoid of merit, 
than the duty of another well discharged. 
Better is death in one’s own duty; the duty 
of another is productive of 
danger…….[Page 159]

Chapter 17 – The Gita and Science

A true scientist cannot think, he cannot 
work, he can hardly breathe in the midst of

the vacuity and vapidity of 
Vedanta……[Page 167]

Chapter 18 - Why the Gita

By the time of Patanjali, that is, the 2nd 
century B.C., Krishna was being 
worshipped in some parts of the country by 
some sections of the people as a personal 
god. Patanjali was too shrewd a man not to 
take full advantage of this fact…..[Page 
172]

Chapter 19 – From a Tribal God to a 
National God

In fact he was disliked, distrusted,



denounced. It is on record in the 
Mahabharata that once he spoke bitterly to 
Narada that “the only enjoyment allowed 
to me is to listen to their harsh words and 
constant complaints. The incessant 
invective I am subjected by those for whose 
welfare I am slaving rankles in my heart 
perpetually.”…. [Page 175]

Chapter 20 – The Two Bhagavans

The second Bhagavan saw peril to the 
caste system in this approach. And so, to 
sanctify the system he took it upon himself 
full responsibility for its creation……. 
[Page 183]

And whoever, at the time of death, gives up 
his body and departs, thinking of Me alone, 
he comes to My status (of being); of that 
there is no doubt (VIII – 5)……[Page 189]

If the Mahabharata is the “Encyclopedia 
Brahminica”, the Gita is equally certainly 
the “Bible of Bondage”………... [Page 191]

Chapter 21 – All Things to All Men

What is far more shocking, it can be cited 
to justify mass murder. The Gita affirms 
that one neither slays nor is slain” (II-9). 
So, when you kill, where is the question of 
homicide? And when you kill a whole 
population, where is the question of 
genocide?..... [Page 199]

Yes indeed The Gita is undoubtedly a non-
ethical work. And yet, we read it, we 
treasure it, we venerate it. It is the greatest 
triumph of the unknown author or authors 
who fabricated the Gita; it is an equally 
great tragedy for India and the world…… 
[Page 200]



Utopian? Guilty Your Honour.

Revolutionaries are often reproached for being 

utopian, of being dreamers. Yes, we are dreamers, 

because like children, we don’t like nightmares. Yes, 

we are utopian. This utopia is not a heavenly paradise 

come to Earth. Neither is it a return to a mythical 

Golden Age. This ‘other” place is a symbolic territory, 

based on our revolutionary refusal to put up with a 

world founded on the violence of class and ethnic or 

sexual domination, of the exploitation of labour and 

the body, of alienation.

Anarchist Federation

Beyond Resisetence
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An article loaded with prejudice

It would make sense if Indian Skeptic carries a disclaimer on the opinions aired in 
the articles published. The only rational part of the article on “Ayodhya...Verdict” 
is the call for a truth commission. No thinker ever supports attempts to reverse 

history! It is futile. At best we can blame our ancestors for having allowed to 
happen what happened..

 
The article is loaded with prejudice .I cannot accept it. I am yet to read in IS a 
paper on rationalising the issue which is immersed in the two concerned religious 

bigotries.

SG Nagaraj
Bangalore

Dr Ram Puniyani replies:

I think it is not an attempt to reverse history or to counter pose one 
fundamentalism against the other. The issue is that a political formation is trying 
to achieve its political goals by misusing history, by manufacturing faith around 

concocted history. So the point as a rationalist is unraveling the history from faith, 
to disjunct faith from politics. Only by countering the politics built around faith 

can we prepare the ground for development and sustenance of rational thought.   

One is just hinting at the rational view of looking at the past to see the present. 
Only then can we promote a society built around scientific spirit. 

Sending you the background chapter o Ayodhya in the next mail.

LETTERS





The Fine Art of Baloney Detection

The Demonhaunted World: 
Science as a Candle in the Dark






